
CATCH is a major project that aims to
improve air quality in city centres across
Europe by reducing harmful emissions,
encouraging healthy urban lifestyles
and promoting walking, cycling and
public transport. Website:
www.cleanaccessibletransport.com

CATCH News aims to provide
everyone involved in the
transport, environment and
health sectors with
information on the project’s
latest initiatives and research
findings  from the three
European demonstration cities of
Liverpool (UK), Suceava (Romania)
and Potenza (Italy).

The project co-ordinators are:
• Merseytravel, Merseyside Passenger

Transport Executive and Authority.
The project partners are:
• Liverpool City Council, the local council

for the city centre of Liverpool;
• Arriva North West and Wales Ltd, the

largest bus operator in Liverpool;
• Primaria Municipality Suceava, the local

authority in the Romanian city of Suceava;
• CTP spa and STI spa, the public transport

providers in the Italian cities of Naples
and Potenza,;

• TTR Ltd, the transport consultants.

CATCH has a very clear and simple goal of
improving city centre air quality through
transport related initiatives.  The project
aims to do this in the following ways:
• Reducing emissions from existing buses

and introducing new, cleaner buses;
• Providing information on healthy travel

and alternative fuels for all residents and
businesses;

• Actively encouraging walking, cycling and
the use of public transport through travel
plans and cycle training;

• Monitoring levels of pollution
• Evaluating the impacts that transport

choices have on human health;
• Disseminating best practice across Europe

This newsletter focuses
on the project’s main
demonstration site,
the City of
Liverpool.
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for more information,
contact: Alan Lewis,

CATCH Project Manager,
tel: +44 (0) 115 941 1141,

e-mail: alan.lewis@ttr-ltd.com

Welcome to CATCH News



In January 2005, Liverpool will have a new
clean city centre shuttle bus service. There
will be 6 hybrid electric vehicles that will
transport people between key city centre
destinations. The services will link the main

public transport ‘gateways’ with the major
employment, university and commercial
locations in and around the city centre.

A great deal of research was undertaken in
order to decide upon the proposed service
and consultants Halcrow have produced a
route Evaluation Study for Merseytravel.

These clean vehicles will run about every
15 minutes and will be available 18 hours
a day with a reduced service at weekends.

In the spring of 2003, Arriva fitted particulate
filters to a total of 88 buses.  All of the
vehicles operate on routes within Liverpool
city centre and are expected to give a
reduction in harmful emissions of 90 to 95%.
The filters have been fitted to the exhausts
of the vehicles and specifically target
pollutants such as hydrocarbons, carbon
monoxide and particulates.
The city centre of Liverpool has recently
been declared an Air Quality Management
Area (AQMA) and it is expected that the
new filters will significantly reduce pollution
levels within this zone of the city.  The
pollution monitoring programme within
CATCH has been assessing levels of pollution
within the city centre, with
trials also being carried out at Arriva’s
Speke bus garage. Future editions of
this newsletter will reveal the extent
that the particulate filters have
improved city centre air
quality.

The cost of the particulate
filters, including fitment and
contract maintenance for three
years was just under 6,000 Euros
per bus.  Although there were a
number of initial problems with fitting
the filters, all 88 are now working very
effectively.  Co-funding was provided by
   the EC through CATCH, Merseytravel
      and the UK Energy Saving Trust.

Arriva reduce harmful
bus emissions
by up to 95%

for more information,
contact: Nigel Cross,

Arriva North West and Wales Ltd.,
e-mail: crossn@arrivanw.co.uk

New clean shuttle bus
service

for more information, contact:
Karen Booth,

CATCH Project Co-ordinator,
e-mail: karen.booth@merseytravel.gov.uk



Liverpool declares
its Air Quality

Management Area
Liverpool City Council have officially
designated an Air Quality Management Area
(AQMA) in Liverpool city centre.  Within this
zone of the city, attempts will be made to
minimise pollution levels from traffic and
provide greater priority to pedestrians,
cyclists and clean public transport.

Liverpool City Council have now contracted
consultants NETCEN to further investigate
the sources of pollution in the area and,
following public consultation, produce a
detailed plan for reducing transport related
pollution in the AQMA.

The EcoTravel Information Bureau
will provide both individuals and

businesses with information about
clean, healthy and sustainable travel in

Liverpool.

This will include information about
potential cost savings and

conversions of passenger
vehicles to alternative fuels

together with details of
the health benefits on

a local and global
scale.  The bureau

is the first point
of call for all
individuals

interested in the
CATCH project,

transport, health and

the environment on Merseyside.

This public information service will initially
be available on the internet and over the
telephone.  An awareness raising campaign
will been launched across Liverpool over the
next two years.

The website and phone line are now open.
www.ecotravel.org.uk

Complete Sustainable
Travel Information Bureau

for Liverpool

for more information,
contact: William Good,
Liverpool City Council,
e-mail:
william.good@liverpool.gov.uk

for more information,
contact: Stephen Finnegan,

ECOtravel co-ordinator,
e-mail:

stephen.finnegan@merseytravel.gov.uk



CATCH is assisting the
town of Potenza, 150
km South East of
Naples, to undertake a
series of studies and the
development of a
comprehensive public travel
information system.  The studies
include public consultation,
environmental impact assessment and
research into the feasibility
of an air quality
management area.

Future editions of
this newsletter
will focus
specifically on
CATCH in Italy.

for more information,
contact: Valentina Russo, CTP,
e-mail: v.russo@cotp.it

CATCH is supporting the
town of Suceava, in the
North East of Romania.

A total of 10 minibuses
and 4 council owned cars

are to be fitted with
particulate filters and a major
promotional campaign will be
undertaken for LPG powered
cars.  Suceava also hopes to

re-introduce trolleybuses
back into the city, extend

their existing Low
Emission Zone and to

organise a car free
day and other

promotional activities.

Future editions of this
newsletter will focus specifically

on CATCH in Romania.

for more information,
contact: Dan Dura,

Suceava Municipality,
e-mail: dandura@primariasv.ro

There are many maps available that illustrate
the city centre of Liverpool – but

none like this!

Liverpool’s Calorie Map
shows walking routes

across the city and
displays the number

of calories burnt
by people

making these
journeys.

CATCH is a demonstration project in the European Commission’s Life-Environment
Programme. It supports the EC’s Sixth Environmental Action Programme by promoting
sustainable mobility in order to improve air quality. CATCH is being implemented in
Liverpool (UK), Suceava (Romania) and Potenza (Italy).

Innovative Calorie Map of Liverpool
The map
comes in a
handy
pocket size
and will
enable
people to
make the
connection
between
walking and
improved
personal
health and
fitness.

for more information,
contact: Sarah Dewar,
Merseyside TravelWise

Co-ordinator,
e-mail:

sarah.dewar@
merseytravel.gov.uk

CATCH
in Italy

CATCH in
Romania


